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ISDA  working to preserve and enrich the environment, culture, and economy of the Sonoran Desert 

Call to Artists  Redrawing Borders 
The International Sonoran Desert Alliance (ISDA) issues the first bi-annual call for artists to 
submit artwork to a curated exhibition in the Ajo Plaza Gallery. The title of the exhibition is 
Redrawing Borders.  This exhibition is part of a Tri-National Symposium - Celebrating the 
Sonoran Desert. The exhibit Redrawing Borders seeks to promote a dialogue and collaboration 
between governmental agencies, NGOs, Native American, and human rights organizations at the 
national and international level to help create greater understanding and support for humanitarian 
and ecological solutions to the U.S./Mexico borderlands crisis.   

International Sonoran Desert Alliance (ISDA) 

ISDA is a non-profit corporation founded in 1993 and governed by a board of directors 
representing the indigenous and non-indigenous populations of the U.S. and Mexico.  
We are a group of concerned people from all walks of life who have joined forces to: 

 promote the concept and practice of conservation throughout the bio region; 
 provide education in ways of protecting and respecting valuable biological and cultural 

resources and traditions; 
 develop creative and sustainable solutions to critical local issues such as housing and 

economic development; 
 and provide practical opportunities for individual and community action. 

 
At the International Sonoran Desert Alliance, we design and implement environmental, cultural, 
real estate, and business development projects intended to preserve and enrich the environment, 
culture, and economy of the Sonoran Desert. We are committed to fostering communication, 
understanding, and cooperation among the diverse cultures residing in the area. For more 
information go to www.isdanet.org. 

Tri-National Symposium - Celebrating the Sonoran Desert  

The March 18-22, 2014 Tri-National Symposium will address the successes and continuing 
challenges of conserving the magnificent Sonoran Desert. The symposium will focus on cultural 
and natural resource issues, Native American tribal perspectives, environmental concerns, and 
border issues. To get more information about the Tri-National Symposium go to 
www.sonoransymposium.com. 

Exhibition Redrawing Borders 

The exhibition Redrawing Borders is open to all media (drawing, painting, sculpture, installation, 
performance, video, mixed media, and photography).  We see art as a means for social change and 
intend for the artwork in this exhibit to foster new conversation, surface important questions, 
suggest unique solutions, and inspire hope in acknowledgement and understanding of the 
challenges faced on and around the U.S. / Mexico border. We are especially interested in artwork 
that reflects collaboration, policy shift, positive change, and a way forward for the many partners 
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and allies working to address the humanitarian crisis in the borderlands. Specifically we are 
looking for artworks that explore the following themes: 
 

 Human and environmental impacts of the current border situation, including 
immigration, labor policies, human rights violations, and enforcement procedures.  

 Humanitarian and environmental responses to the border crisis. 
 Collaborative, cross-border, multi-national, cross-agency efforts to address human and 

environmental impacts. 
 International humanitarian crisis and other border issues. 

About the Exhibition 

The exhibition will take place from March 18 to April 18, 2014. Selected artists will be part of the 
exhibition Redrawing Borders. Artists from all geographic locations are invited to submit 
artworks for review. Artists and audiences will have access to an online catalogue of the exhibition 
and ISDA will offer a limited edition of a print catalogue.  

 
The Border Project, a traveling exhibit sharing the perspectives of youth on border issues, will run 
concurrently with the Redrawing Borders exhibit. The Border Project expresses visually how 
border issues, fences, and gates impacted high schools students personally (Wallace 2007-08). 

-media installation is the result of high school students exploring their 
thoughts about borders. These students live along the culturally and politically controversial 
present- i  The Border 
Project will be traveling to Sonoyta, Sonora México March 2014 for simultaneous exhibition with 
Redrawing Borders at the Ajo Plaza Gallery. For more information about The Border Project go to 
www.theborderproject.org. 

 
Both exhibits will virtually permeate the border by allowing visual access through live virtual 
streaming. This opens an opportunity to artists from the U.S. to get exposure to audiences from 
Sonoyta, Sonora México. In addition we will hold a panel discussion on Border Art in the Plaza Gallery 
and a research paper will be presented at the Tri-National Symposium.  The exhibition and 
presentations will provide a significant forum for understanding the role of art activism and 
promoting a humanitarian solution to borderlands issues.  

 Opening Reception is Tuesday, March 18, 2014, 5:30-7:30 pm 

Exhibition Space 

The Plaza Gallery is located in the southeast corner of the historic Ajo Plaza. The gallery features 
local and regional artists. Regularly scheduled exhibitions are hosted throughout the year.  It is 
located at 15 W Plaza St, Ajo, Arizona 85321. 

Liability artworks will be insured for their value during the exhibition. The value declared by the 
artist must be supported by previous sales.  

Sale of Work 

 Accepted work will be considered to be for sale at the indicated price unless otherwise 
specified. ISDA will collect a commission of thirty percent (30%) of each sale. Artists will 
be paid within one month from the end of the show. 
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HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR WORK (Due Date February 17, 2014) 

Artists are responsible for the costs associated with shipping artwork to the Plaza Gallery in Ajo, 
AZ. Return shipping costs will be covered by ISDA (if over $100, prior approval is required). We 
are suggesting that artists take that into consideration when thinking about the dimensions and 
weight. 

To submit your artwork for review, send 1) three images of your artwork or project description, 2) 
3) artist  statement, and 4) list of work submitted. For details read the 

following: 

 Submit three images of your artwork (Digital images must be submitted in JPEG format. 
Resolution should be 300 ppi and the longest side should be 200 pixels. The file size should 
be under 1 MB).  

 Submit video links to YouTube or Vimeo of your projects or performance. 
 If you are submitting a proposal for an installation send a detailed description and plan for 

your project including rough dimensions and any special hardware or rigging requirements, 
drawing/s or picture/s. 

 We are open to Site-specific or Land art. Submit a proposal for an installation or detailed 
description and plan. Include drawings.  Possible locations include the Ajo scenic loop and 
Bureau of Land Management land both in southern Arizona. 

 For all other non-traditional media, please submit a proposal no longer than two pages with 
an appropriate work sample that will help the curator understand your idea. 

 and include a recent photograph of yourself (jpegs 200K or 300K). 
 A brief artist  statement explaining your artwork and how it relates to the theme of 

Redrawing Borders (200 to 300 words).  
 Please include a list of your artworks, describing each artwork with the following: name of 

artist, title, media, dimensions (please copy and paste 1 to 3 below).  

Please carefully label your images beginning with your last name and image number (example: 
Lastname_Image1.jpg). Provide the following information  

1. Name of artist 
 Title:                                                                                                                                                                 
Media:  
Dimensions:  
Year Completed:                                                                                                                                   
Sale price 
 

2. Name of artist 
 Title:                                                                                                                                                                 
Media:  
Dimensions:  
Year Completed:                                                                                                                                  
 Sale price 

 
3. Name of artist 

 Title:                                                                                                                                                                 
Media:  
Dimensions:  
Year Completed:                                                                                                                                   
Sale price 
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 To submit your artwork for review, send 1) three images of your artwork or project 

description,  statement, and 4) list of work submitted. Send 
via email to: soniabaezhernandez@gmail.com with the subject line Redrawing Borders.   

Important Due Dates 

 Send the three images of your artwork, bio, statement, works list via email by February 17, 
2014 at 11:49 pm. 

 Notification of artists selected and mailing instructions will be sent via email by February 
21, 2014. 

 Opening Reception is Tuesday, March 18, 2014 Time 5:30-7:30 pm 
 Exhibition will close April 18, 2014 
 Shipping to return address from April 19 to 21, 2014 

 Please feel free to contact the exhibition curator if you are uncertain about what to include: 
soniabaezhernandez@gmail.com 

About the Curator Sonia Báez-Hernández is a multidisciplinary artist. She holds an MFA in 
Painting and Drawing from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She is a visual artist, 
filmmaker, scholar, and human rights activist. She was an artist-in-residence at the Arcus Center 
for Social Justice and Leadership (2013). Baez-Hernandez most recently produced and co-directed 
an award-winning film, Territories of the Breast. It explores the difficulties of being uninsured, 
gender crisis, and healthcare as a human right. She has curated the following exhibitions: 
Embodiment and the Medical Gaze, Tracing the Imaginary (2013), Crossing the Lines (2011), 
Imprinted Bodies (2008) and the Body as a Poetic Space (2002).  As an artist, she has exhibited 
both nationally and internationally. She has been featured in Curated Spaces of the Radical 
History Review, Social Semiotics, and interview by Chicago Public Radio on Radio International 
Feminista. Báez-Hernández is a published co-editor on issues of transnational immigration, and 
author of articles on breast cancer, gender, and human rights.   
 
About Assistant Curator MorganaWallace Cooper is a Community-based-Artist. She holds an 
MA in Community Based Arts from Prescott College and a BA in studio art and teacher 
certification from James Madison University. She served as a U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer Teacher 
Trainer in southern Africa. She has held the position of Program Director for organizations 
including Oceanport Action Camp, Vacamas Programs for Youth Supplemental Educational 
Services, and ISDA. In her latest community arts endeavor she is the lead artist and organizer for a 
pr  (2013), which uses art to support and enhance the burgeoning food and 
gardening movement in Ajo.  The Border Project, a traveling art exhibition sharing youth 
perspective on border issues, was her first community arts endeavor, begun in 2007. Her series The 
Intimacy Shift, addresses the role of sex in the institution of marriage and its opening reception 
drew the largest audience in the Plaza G  (2012).  Her work has been reviewed in 
Globalization and Borders: Death at the Global F rontier, 2011 and in Voices Heard, journal of 
the Heard Museum, 2008. She has exhibited at the Plaza Gallery Ajo, Monorchid Gallery Phoenix, 
Art Gallery at Sam Hill Warehouse Prescott, the Arizona State Museum Tucson, and the Tohono 

ural Center and Museum Topawa. She currently serves as President of the Ajo 
Community Players, a group of local thespians and is employed with ISDA as the Community 
Arts Director.     
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